
United States Department of Justice—Police Misconduct Complaint 

Name, address, and telephone number(s):   

Traci D. Eccles & Guido (Guy) A. Bini 

3710 NE 109th Ave. #B-9, Vancouver, WA 98682 

(360) 907-3841 & (360) 907-3738 

bini.guy@outlook.com & eccles.traci@gmail.com 

 

Name(s) of the law enforcement agency (or agencies) involved: 

Vancouver Police Department; Vancouver, WA 

 

Description of the misconduct:  

For the past year (beginning in March 2014) my fiancé, Guido (Guy) Bini and I have been 

victims to escalating harassment and retaliation by a member of the Vancouver Police 

Department Domestic Violence unit, Detective Sandra Aldridge and her supervisor, Sgt. Andy 

Hamlin. I am a Battle Ground High School English teacher with 27 yrs. experience as an 

educator in WA State; Guy is a retired mortgage broker/business owner and is currently interim 

CEO for a number of Green Energy companies registered in Oregon. The VPD Professional 

Standards Unit is currently conducting an investigation of our complaints, but the acts against us 

have been allowed to continue even as the investigation progresses.  

 

The targeting of us by these law enforcement officers began in March of last year as a result of 

Guy’s hire as interim CEO of Stewardsmith, a green energy company owned by John Garrett 

Smith who had been falsely accused of domestic violence (attempted murder 1) by his wife of 

two years, Sheryl Cresap Smith. Part of Guy’s duties involved contacting shareholders and 

securing the company assets from what appeared to be ongoing fraud from the time Garrett had 

been arrested in June of 2013. When Guy discovered that the fraud had been perpetrated by the 

accuser, Garrett’s wife, he was immediately served with an anti-harassment order by Detective 

Aldridge on behalf of Sheryl Cresap Smith (April 29th, 2014).  Aldridge threatened Guy during 

this service (I was witness to this) and warned him to stay out of the case.  A week later 

Detective Aldridge falsely arrested Guy in downtown Vancouver.   

 

Prior to the service of the temporary order, upon my own discovery (based on research I had 

done) of bizarre aspects of the case against Garrett and the shady history of Sheryl Cresap Smith 

(aka Sheryl Williams, Cheryl Williams, Sheryl Cresap Williams, Sheryl Ross, Scheral Nicole 

Ross and several other alias in Clark County court documents), I began a blog called “Garrett’s 

Voice” to support Garrett’s innocence of the extreme charges he was facing.  It later became 

obvious that, not only was he innocent of attempted murder, but he had been set up in an effort to 

steal his intellectual property.  The blog was hacked twice and we have evidence through a 

hidden ip tracker set on the blog that it was done by Detective Aldridge. Leading up to the false 

arrest, 12 detailed emails were sent under an assumed name to us in an effort to discredit Garrett 

Smith and discourage us from involvement in the case.  The “evidence” sent was the same 

sensitive evidence that was in the hands of Detective Adridge gathered from sources who can 

verify Adridge as the recipient of this information. The emails were written in Sheryl Cresap 

Smith’s voice and distinct threatening tone, but the attached documents were from the actual 

police report file. 
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After 18 months in County jail awaiting trial, Garrett Smith was falsely convicted of attempted 

murder in the second degree. The case is currently under appeal with the John Henry Browne 

Law Group in Seattle. As we are in possession of information that proves criminal misconduct, 

federal violations of interference with interstate commerce, misprision of felony, perjury in the 

1st degree, criminal conspiracy, Medicare fraud, evidence tampering, witness tampering and 

other violations, we have become targets in a much broader arena than just these two law 

enforcement officers. 

 

We have suffered the following violations at the hands of Detective Aldridge and her supervisor 

Sgt. Andy Hamlin:  

 

False arrest #1: May 7th, 2014 arrest of Guy on allegation of felony cyberstalking with prior 

harassment and death threats.  This took place at a Starbucks in downtown Vancouver following 

a court appearance and set-over regarding an anti-harassment order hearing.  Guy spent three 

days jail, paid $1000 of a $10,000 bond, and was exonerated by Superior Court directly 

following his release on bail. 

 

Unlawful seizure of iPhone:  During the May 7th false arrest, while Aldridge was cuffing Guy, 

she directed her partner (unknown male officer) to come across the street and take an iPhone 

from my possession.  The phone was sitting next to my purse, so I grabbed my purse and my 

notebook as I was unsure why he was reaching for my personal belongings.  Against my protests, 

he took the iPhone. Later when I complained of this event to Detective Aldridge’s supervisor Sgt 

Andy Hamlin, he both refused to give me a receipt for the seized iPhone and when I asked who 

the “unknown male officer” was, he claimed he did not know (rather than divulge his presence).  

In the Cresa (911) drilldown of the event, only Detective Aldridge is identified at the scene of the 

arrest, not Sgt. Hamlin.  However, Sgt. Hamlin is credited in the police report for his part in the 

false arrest and unlawful seizure of the iPhone.  

 

Officers failed to enter and store iPhone into the VPD evidence unit per protocol (it remained in 

possession of arresting officer, Detective Aldridge for 6+ months). The iPhone was used (as 

evidenced by access to the application-specific password and syncing of Google accounts that 

took place while phone was in police possession) to keep us under surveillance through multiple 

personal email and phone accounts without a warrant. 

 

Submitting false reports:  Police reports filed by Detective Aldridge and approved by Sgt. 

Andy Hamlin in the cases of both John Garrett Smith and Guido Bini are filled with verifiable 

misinformation, omitted material facts, and blatant lies. (Numerous examples available)  

 

Witness intimidation: As Guy was/is a key witness in the case against John Garrett Smith, and I 

was/am still a potential witness to the wrongful acts against both Garrett and Guy, the consistent, 

threats and acts against us by Sheryl Cresap Smith in collaboration with Sandra Aldridge, who 

has continued to file court documents in a personal capacity with Sheryl Cresap Smith in a 

current civil matter, as well as false BOLO claims of death threats by Andy Hamlin and Deputy 

Prosecutor with the DV Unit, Jennifer Nugent are acts of retaliation meant to intimidate and 

silence us. 



 

 

False arrest #2:  Guy was arrested again (allegedly for misdemeanor cyberstalking) in October 

2014 on a pre-text traffic stop of me resulting in a BOLO (be on the lookout) alert that had been 

placed on my vehicle. This arrest was also dismissed and cited as just an error. 

 

Defamation of character and failure to protect:  Multiple broadcast BOLOS were sent out to 

all VPD officers for unsubstantiated claims and with no investigation of claims, stating that both 

Guy and I are an OFFICER SAFETY RISK (approach with caution) on November 4, 2014. 

These alerts further state that we have made death threats to someone in the City Attorney's 

office, and if seen in the Hough neighborhood of Vancouver, we are to be approached (with 

caution) and questioned. On April 2nd, after the internal affairs investigation was already 

underway, those alerts were escalated to be sent out to all surrounding law enforcement agencies 

including Clark County Sheriff’s office, Battle Ground PD, La Center PD, Camas PD, 

Washougal PD and Ridgefield PD. These alerts claim that we are a danger to officers (which is 

completely unsubstantiated and untrue), the result is that I am terrified to drive anywhere for fear 

officers will approach with a hand on their weapon.  Sgt. Andy Hamlin both submitted and 

escalated these false and retaliatory BOLO alerts against us.  Those officers who are conducting 

the internal affairs investigation have refused to put either of the officers on administrative leave 

or to remove these BOLO alerts from their system. 

 

There are other incidents too numerous to include here that have made this ordeal a continuous 

challenge for us over the past year. Currently, I am awaiting word from Battle Ground School 

District of whether I will be put on administrative leave based on the false allegation (which 

VPD will not elaborate on to us or my employer) of being a "threat" or "safety risk."   

 

Neither Guy of I had any dealings with law enforcement or had anything worse than a traffic 

ticket on our criminal records prior to this nightmare.  We are filing this formal complaint with 

the US Department of Justice, the FBI, and the Washington State Attorney General. 

 

Names and telephone numbers of witnesses who can support your allegations: 

Jamie Jackson (Salem, OR) (503) 522-9142 

Kent Steinmetz (Portland, OR) (503) 504-6326 

Laurence Smith (Yachats, OR) mobile:  (541) 961-8563 landline: (541) 547-5189 

Bonita Smith (Yachats, OR) *same as above 

 

 

  If you believe that the misconduct is based on your race, color, national origin, sex, 

religion, or disability, please identify the basis and explain what led you to believe that you 

were treated in a discriminatory manner (i.e., differently from persons of another race, sex, 

etc.): 

There is evidence that Detective Aldridge has an open bias toward men.  Working in the DV 

Unit, she makes no attempt (on the stand or in her reports) to hide her “men are scum” attitude. 

On the other hand, she goes out of her way to coddle (take a protective and complimentary 

position) with women.  When she falsely arrested Guy the first time in downtown Vancouver, 



she came across the street right before leaving (I was with friends Jamie Jackson and Kent 

Steinmetz—both men and witnesses to the false arrest), and she said to me, “you look like the 

only rational one here, would you come across the street and speak to me?” I responded “No.  I 

will not say anything to you without a lawyer present.” We all found her comment odd 

considering she had not met any of us prior to this event.  

In Detective Aldridge’s testimony on the witness stand, she openly insulted both Guy and Garrett 

Smith and asserted her opinion of absolute guilt of both prior to doing any investigation.  She 

speaks with a distain about both.   

When mentioning either me (or the alleged victim), she speaks in a friendly tone.  The blog she 

claimed was the basis of the allegation of cyberstalking against Guy is, was and always has been 

mine.  I am the sole author and contributor.  She failed to investigate, and she continues to 

falsely claim Guy Bini as the author in her unrelenting false filing of reports against him. 


